
On August 15, 2007, a devastating earthquake shook Peru, with 

heavy concentration in Ica. More than 58,000 houses were 

destroyed and 510 deaths were reported. Many faithful 

congregations and individuals in the United States responded 

immediately and a tremendous amount of help was given. Jack 

Farber and Jonathan Winchester visited our brethren to give aid 

following this disaster. Information and pictures from their trip 

can be found on pages 4-5.   

 

 

On September 4, Hurricane Felix slammed into Nicaragua and 

Honduras, ripping apart houses and killing at least 133. Some 

of our brethren suffered in Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua. Few 

members of the church were in need in Honduras at the time; 

however, heavy rains in October caused severe flooding in 

southern Honduras. Little news about this was broadcast. 

Forbes.com had a feed on it, and our brethren in Honduras were 

well aware of the problem. Additional information is located on 

page 6.  
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SUPPORT IS NEEDED FOR THESE MEN  TO 

WORK  AS FULL -TIME  MINISTERS . THE 

FIELDS  ARE WHITE , AND THESE MEN  ARE 

READY  TO BRING  IN  THE  HARVEST . 

WILL  YOU HELP  THEM ? 

Bible School of the Americas 

Editorial  
 

"For you have the poor with you alwaysé but 

Me you do not have always."  

(Mark 14:7)  
 

Jesus made this comment in the context of ña woman who 

came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard" 

who "broke the flask and poured it on [the Lord's] head.ò (v. 

3). John says this was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha 

(Jn. 12:3). The disciples complained because what she did 

seemed to them like such an expensive ñwaste.ò They said the 

oil could have been sold and the money given to help the poor. 

When the disciples criticized Mary for what they considered 

to be a ñwaste,ò Jesus said, ñLet her alone. Why do you 

trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. For you have 

the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do 

them good; but Me you do not have always. She has done 

what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body 

for burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 

preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will 

also be told as a memorial to herò (vs. 6-9). 

Notice again that Jesus said, ñthe poor you have with you 

always, but Me you do not have always.ò There are some 

merciful acts we can do most any time. But what Mary did 

was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: An aid to the Lord in 

His death. It was a comfort to Him and the cost was 

insignificant. It helped Jesus deal with the great burden of the 

cross. Mary helps us see that there is much more to life than 

the monetary cost of an act and that certain acts of kindness 

can help make a spiritual difference. 

Ultimately, Jesusô death, burial and resurrection provide the 

real answer to everyoneôs life and death questions, whether 

rich or poor, clothed or naked, healthy or ill. The crucifixion 

of Christ is ultimately what all of us need to see and come to 

accept as the answer to life and all its difficulties. We 

especially need to consider this in view of eternity. 

There will be tragedies and the poor will always be with us, 

and we must respond. (Cf. Matthew 25: 31-46) But our efforts 

to reach out must always be with a goal of making an eternal 

difference in peopleôs lives. For a failure to do so would be the 

greatest tragedy. 

Roger Leonard 

December 2007 Graduates 
 

San Blas Islands Campus ~ December 5, 2007 

(This is the first graduation at this campus.) 
Ariel Harris, single 

Rogney Barcelo, single 

Milio Morales, single 

Delio Perez, single 

Juanel morris, single 

Javier Places, married 

Abram Duque, married 

Feraldo Hernandez, single 
 

Panama Campus ~ December 8, 2007 

(Graduating students since about 1964.) 

(Ten dedicated students will complete their first 

year of studies in December.) 
Adrian Jimenez, single, Panama 

Diomedes Hernandez, single, Panama 

Jasday Alvarez, single, Panama 

Manuel Ramos, single, Panama 

Carlos Alarcon, married with four children, Panama 

Manuel de Garcia, married with three children, Panama 

Salomon Lopez, single, Panama 

Mario Mendieta, married with one child, Nicaragua 

Santos Palacios, married with three children, Nicaragua 

Aycen Dominguez, single, Costa Rica 

Jarib Carballo, married, Costa Rica 

Edgar Garay, married with one child, Honduras 

Elias Roque, Jr., single, Honduras 

Erthuin Rodriguez, married with one child, El Salvador 
 

Peru Campus ~ December 9, 2007 

(This is the first graduation at this campus.) 
Juan Abanto, married with one child 

Moises Quispe, married with one child 

Abraham Alata, single 

Maximo Villafane, married with two children 

Alberto Calderon, married with three children 

Oscar Unocc, married with one child 

Robert Machaca, single 

Ignacio Huaraca, married with two children 

Walter Saavedra, married with one child 

Rafael Orihuela, single 

Jhonny Condori, married with one child 
 

Colombia Campus 

(Seven dedicated students will complete their 

first year of studies in December.) 
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2008 Campaign Schedule 

Notices:  
Some campaign dates/locations are TENTATIVE  and are, therefore, subject to being changed.  Please confirm the campaign(s) 

you may wish to participate in before making a commitment.  
 

*YES II  is a campaign made up primarily of young people working together with mature Christians, with the goal of reaching 

people of all ages. Evangelism and VBS are the methods utilized in this campaign to present the Gospel. It is good training for 

youth interested in missions. 
 

All campaign participants must send in a completed registration form and be approved by the Forrest Park Church of Christ 

elders. No exceptions. An application is available for download on our Website: www.forrestpark.org/lam . Click on 

Registration form under Let's GoéApplications are needed in the LAM office 4 months before the time of the campaign. 

Date Type Location Coordinator  

March 8-15 Evangelism/Medical San Salvador, El SalvadorðWeek 1 Jack Farber 

March 15-22 Evangelism/Medical San Salvador, El SalvadorðWeek 2 Jack Farber 

May 30-June 7 Evangelism/Medical Ica, PeruðWeek 1 Jack Farber 

June 6-14 Evangelism/Medical Ica, PeruðWeek 2 Jack Farber 

June 13-21 Evangelism/Medical Chinandega, Nicaragua Roger Leonard 

June 27-July 5 *YES II Evangelism San Blas, Panama Jonathan Winchester 

July 11-19 Evangelism/Medical Panama City, PanamaðWeek 1 Jack Farber 

July 18-26 Evangelism/Medical Panama City, PanamaðWeek 2 Jack Farber 

July 22-27 Evangelism/Medical San Francisco, Honduras Roger Leonard 

Meet the Cede¶oôs 

 

Aníbal and Nely Cedeño are originally from the Darien in Panama.  For the 

last three years they have worked with the church in the area of Cañitas, which is 

northeast of Panama City.  The couple has five delightful sons. 

In January of this year, the family moved to the Childrenôs Home of the 

Americas to help Miguel and Esperanza and to become better acquainted with the 

children and daily life in the Home.  The accident last year left Esperanza with many 

health problems and confined to her bed or wheelchair.  This necessitated additional 

help in the Home.  Aníbal has worked with Miguel and guides and oversees the 

children, while Nely prepares three, delicious meals a day. 

In June and July, Miguel and Esperanza took a vacation from the Home and 

went to their farm.  Aníbal and Nely did a wonderful job overseeing the children during this time.  It was decided in July that 

Aníbal and Nely would take over the responsibilities as full-time houseparents.  Miguel is working with a new congregation in 

the Chepo area, where their farm is located. 

We are thankful for the many years of service given by Miguel, Esperanza, and their family and ask for your continued 

prayers for them.  The Cede¶oôs are a wonderful family; and we are pleased to have them working with the Childrenôs Home of 

the Americas in Panama. 

Children of the Americas 

http://www.forrestpark.org/lam
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REBUILDING LIVES 

IN PERU 
Jonathan Winchester 

 

On August 15, 2007, our brethren in 

Ica, Peru were stricken by an 8.0 

magnitude earthquake, which left over 

500 dead and thousands injured. 

Nearly 80% of our brethren in Ica were 

left out in the cold of winter with only 

the clothing on their backs, no water 

and no shelter. 

 

Brothers Paulino Chalco and Ruben 

Chacon, with the support of their 

families, faithfully proclaim the Gospel 

in Ica, Peru. As a result of their 

diligent work, the church in Ica has 

experienced tremendous growth, both 

spiritually and numerically. In fact, the 

earthquake has not slowed their work 

at all, but has actually increased their 

effectiveness. Ten souls have been 

converted to Christ since the 

earthquake, and numerous Bible 

studies have been started. When the 

church comes together, they are 

literally on the sidewalks and in the 

streets because of lack of space in their 

one room facility. 

 

The earthquake has affected both the 

physical and mental 

states of the people of 

Ica. Homes, schools, 

and health centers have 

been destroyed; water, 

e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a n d 

telephone use were all 

lost; and the mental 

health of the population 

has been affected as 

well. Violence has risen 

in the days following 

the earthquake, as 

thieves have robbed 

stores, homes, and 

individuals. Brother 

Ruben reports that the 

most shocking reaction 

of the people was their 

religious reaction. At the time of the 

earthquake, many crowded the streets 

and cried, saying, ñMy God, My God, 

help us.ò 

 

I was recently able to spend nearly a 

week in Ica with Ruben and Paulino, 

viewing the damage, visiting the 

members and working to help the 

brethren rebuild. The things I saw and 

heard were truly breathtaking.  I cannot 

accurately describe how it feels for 

Paulino and Maria, who, along with 

their three children, completely lost 

their home and have been living in a 

one room apartment with Ruben and 

Norma. I cannot help but feel 

inadequate when these two families 

have lost so much, but while visiting, 

still used what resources they had to 

prepare my favorite Peruvian food. I 

am unable to understand how it feels 

for sisters Alida and Ana Alvarado, 

who completely lost their home, and 

now live in a tent with the other ten 

members of the family. I cannot 

describe the great faith of Sister Maria 

Rivera, who has only been a Christian 

for three months, but when asked by 

her neighbors why she is not worried 

about losing her home, responds: ñI am 

not worried because I have God in my 

life.ò 

 

ñAs we have therefore opportunity, let 

us do good unto all men, especially 

unto them who 

are of the 

household of 

faithò (Gal. 

6:10). I am 

pleased to report 

to you that our 

brotherhood has responded to this 

disaster in an overwhelming fashion, 

which will allow these brethren in Ica 

the help they need in order to rebuild 

their lives. Your care and concern has 

provided food and water for the 

household of faith for the past month, 

and will continue to do so for the next 

two months. Your generosity has 

Peru Earthquake 

Our brotherhood 

has responded to 

this disaster in an 

overwhelming 

fashion. 

A sister in the Church prepares food for those in need 

Typical scene of the destruction found in Ica 

Signing up to receive a meal 
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Response Was Wonderful! 
provided the needed resources for this congregation to reach 

out to their community and provide food and clothing. Your 

compassion has provided medical attention and warm meals 

for the children in the congregation. Your love has enabled 

the household of faith in Ica to immediately begin 

rebuilding their homes with sound foundations, anti-seismic 

columns, and strong brick, which will not fall as the adobe 

does every time a strong wind blows. I have been directed 

by the brethren in Ica to express to you their never-ending 

appreciation for all you have done. God bless you all. 
 

ONE STORY OF MANY  
Jack Farber 

 

In September, Jonathan Winchester and I flew to Peru to 

work first hand in the relief effort going on in Peru. While 

there was some damage in Lima, we mostly concentrated 

our efforts of Ica, a city of 261,000 residents (2007 

calculation - Wikipedia) and located about 3 ½ hours South 

of Lima. We have two preachers and one congregation in a 

community of Ica called Parcona. 

Our job was to work on ñPhase Twoò of the relief effort. 

Phase One was enacted within the first few days after the 

earthquake, when Rodolfo Espinoza, Juan Nima and several 

others took in the first $10,000.00 to bring immediate relief. 

That relief lasted until we arrived on our trip. 

During the four days we were there, we visited the church 

members, the community and city of Ica, worshiped with 

the Parcona congregation, and set up Phase Two of the 

relief to Ica. 

There is one story that stuck in my mind as we visited the 

church members. One of the faithful sisters of the 

congregation there is Yolanda. She is a single mother who 

has been a Christian for about nine years. She lives with her 

mother and her two-year-old daughter and is the sole 

provider for her family. Her day starts at 3:00 am. She gets 

ready and goes to the fields where they grow asparagus (Ica 

is the asparagus capital of the world). She labors there for twelve hours, returning home at 4:00 pm. She constructed her home 

several years ago with her own hands. As a result of the earthquake, her home has suffered significant damage so that they can 

not live in it. She has had to construct a temporary house in front of her damaged house ð but it is in the street. Since they are in 

the winter months now, it is very cold at night. Also in the street are the adobe blocks from homes that have been destroyed by 

the earthquake. Since they get less than one inch of rain in a year, all those ñmudò adobe blocks have created a mountain of dust 

that covers everything. The entire family was having respiratory problems as a result. She cried when she told me of the fears she 

has now that this earthquake has put such a hopeless future in front of her. She said she had always felt like she was strong and 

healthy enough to take care of her family. Now she has a lot of doubt. Not only has she suffered the physical effects of the 

earthquake by the destruction of her house, but she has suffered emotionally as well. Please continue to pray for Yolanda and the 

other Christians as they struggle to survive. 

 

After several Bible studies, Ruben baptizes a sinner into Christ 

A bowl of soup is enjoyed by some members of the congregation 


