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Serving In Eight Countries  

    If you have never attended a 

graduation at any of the campuses 

of the Bible School, it is quite an 

experience. Sometimes they are 

very long, and in Panama, very 

hot; but 

there is also something very special in 

the atmosphere.  There are people 

who have never met, those who have 

not seen one another in almost two 

years, old acquaintances are reunited, 

smiles shared and tears shed, both of 

joy and sadness. There are speeches, 

uplifting prayers and spiritual songs,  

challenges, and dreams of a better 

future for the Name of Christ. Men 

and women depart better prepared to 

serve God. 

The following report is from brother Rodolfo Espinoza 

and covers the Peru Graduation on Dec. 6, 2009.  

The future graduates on the center photo eagerly 

anticipated their graduation ceremony. The joy of having 

successfully completed two years of intense training is 

reflected on 

their faces. 

Several of them 

have the goal of 

s t a r t i n g 

congregations 

in their places 

of origin, like 

Ancash, Iquitos and La Libertad. 

    The brethren who attended the 

graduation, in a gesture of agreement to 

the invitation to donate a dollar per month 

(Continued on page 2) 
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2009 Bible School of the Americas Graduation 

2009 Peru Graduates and home congregations, L-R: Ale-
jandro Manrique (Los Rosales), Roberto Canaquíri Yaicate 
(Bagazan, Iquitos),, Pedro Garc²a Zavala, Bartolom® Trujillo 
(Puente de Piedra), Fernando Rodr²guez Lapa (San Juan), 
Lázaro Orihuela (Los Rosales). 
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EDITORIAL  

How Much is Man Worth to God? 
The U.S. Bureau of Chemistry and Soils calculated the 

chemical and mineral composition of the human body, which 

breaks down as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Additionally, it was discovered that our bodies contain trace 

quantities of fluorine, silicon, manganese, zinc, copper, 

aluminum, and arsenic. Together, all of the above amounts to less 

than one dollar! Thatôs not very much, is it?! 

In recent years, however, surgeons have used body parts from 

the deceased to perform helpful operations to repair or replace 

damaged organs, ligaments, veins, eyes, heart vales, tendons, to 

perform skin and bone grafts, etc. According to one report, 1.5 

million tissue transplants take place in the U.S. each year. Parts 

from recently deceased humans can be quite valuable in keeping 

the living in better health. But is meeting physical needs all there 

is to caring for man? Is man simply made of matter? Eventually 

we all die, and Scripture says we go back to the dust from whence 

we came! (Gen. 2:7; 3:19; Eccl. 12:7) All Bible students come to 

learn that there is something of far greater value than our bodies ï 

our eternal souls!  

Jesus posed two questions concerning our value: ñFor what 

profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 

soul?ò (Matthew 16:26) 

Commenting on this verse, Albert Barnes noted: 

For what is a man profitedé - To gain the whole world 

means to possess it as our own - all its riches, its honors, and its 

pleasures. 

ñTo lose his own soulò means to be cast away, to be shut out 

from heaven, to be sent to hell. Two things are implied by Christ 

in these questions: 

1. That they who are striving to gain the world, and are 

unwilling to give it up for the sake of [life in Christ], will lose 

their souls; and, 

2. That if the soul is lost, nothing can be given in exchange for 

it, or that it can never afterward be saved. There is no redemption 

in hell. 

After death comes ñJudgmentò! (Heb. 9:27) However, Jesus 

willingly gave His life (John 10:11, 17-18) and shed His blood to 

redeem our souls from sin, death and hell, and write our names in 

ñthe Book of lifeò. (Cf. Matt. 26:28; I Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 1:18; 

20:12.) The apostle John wrote of Jesus that ñHe himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

whole world.ò (I Jn. 2:2) How much are we worth to God? 

Everything Heaven could offer! Let us love all men enough to 

tell them that! 

         Roger Leonard 

to support the Bible School of the Americas, willingly 

raised their hands. Until now, different congregations 

have faithfully kept their commitments; being aware of 

the great financial need that the school is going through; 

but they also want to be a part of the labor in Peru that 

trains preachers. 

The graduates likewise wanted to show their 

support and also made the commitment to contribute to 

the support of the Bible School of the Americas. 

The generosity of these brethren helps continue the 

important work of training servants for the Lordôs 

fields.  

 

BIBLE CONFERENCE AT  

THE BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS  

IN PERU 
December 7th  and 8th, 2009  

After the graduation, the Third Bible Conference 

took place. It was organized by the Forrest Park Church 

of Christ. The topics presented came from the Book of 

Romans. Among the speakers were local preachers, 

teachers from the School, the director, Valedictorian 

Graduate, and an elder from Forrest Park. 

Brother Jack Farber, (EBA Director, not pictured) 

had a notable participation, presenting ñPersonal 

Conclusions of Paulò and ñThe Gentiles 

Responsibility.ò At the end of the presentations, a 

Question and Answer Session was held and those in 

attendance were able to clear any questions or doubts 

they had.  

Brother Robert McLeod 

(right), elder from the 

Forrest Park Church, 

honored us with his 

presence dur ing the 

Graduation and addressed 

the graduates and audience 

with a message from the 

elders. Likewise, he participated in the Bible 

Conference, presenting the themes of ñThe Jews are 

condemnedò and ñThe Urgency of a Life of Faith.ò 

    One of the topics with the most 

questions was ñThe Christian and the 

Government,ò and was presented by 

brother Rodolfo Espinoza (left), 

assistant director of the EBA. It was 

clearly explained that the Christian is 

to be in compliance with the authorities. Those who 

resist the government sin against God, unless the laws 

are against divine norms. All Christians must follow the 

law dictated by the government, not only for the fear of 

punishment, but also for a good conscience before God. 

These activities took place at the building of the 

church of Christ of San Juan de Miraflores. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

ñ. . . Is meeting the physical needs all there is to caring 

for man? Or is man simply made of matter?ò 

-  65% Oxygen 

-  18% Carbon 

-  10% Hydrogen 

-  3% Nitrogen 

-  1.5% Calcium 

-  1% Phosphorous 

-  0.35% Potassium 

-  0.25% Sulfur 

-  0.15% Sodium 

-  0.15% Chlorine 

-  0.05% Magnesium 

-  0.0004% Iron 

-  0.00004% Iodine 
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Thank you for your prayers for the Childrenôs Home; they 

are being answered! In response to the last Newsletter and 

through personal contacts, $150 was given to purchase first aid 

supplies and medicine, two new desktop computers were 

purchased for the study room, and sufficient funds were given to 

support an additional set of house parents for one year! GOD IS 

GOOD!!!  So are His People! THANK YOU! 

Summer vacation has nearly come and gone for the kids in 

Panama. Everyone successfully completed their school year in 

December with Ezekiel graduating from third year (or tenth 

grade) at the end of the month. Many of the kids have standing 

orders from the judge to return to their homes for the vacation 

and be with their families. That was the case again this year and 

about eight kids were taken home on December 23rd. In 

December, brothers, Layonel and Kevin, were placed in the 

custody of their uncle. The uncle and social workers had been 

working toward this end for some time and it finally came to 

pass. Judith and Teresa also began the process toward a 

permanent placement with their uncle and aunt in December. 

When school was complete, they began going to the uncleôs 

house from Wednesday to Sunday of each week. The intention 

of the court is to make the placement permanent before school 

starts back in March. These four children have lived in our 

Home for much of their lives and we are sad to see them go. 

Please pray that the Seed planted and watered in the Home will 

take and keep root in their hearts, pray for their safety and 

security, and pray that they will make wise choices. Those on 

vacation were picked up on February 19th. The new school year 

begins in March. 

The children from the Home along with the children from 

the Bible School made their annual shopping trip in December. 

The kids were filled with 

much joy and delight as they 

purchased toys and clothes for 

themselves as well as gifts for 

others. For a couple of hours 

they searched the store for 

treasures and good deals to 

make the most of the money 

that had been allotted for 

them. In addition to choosing 

items for themselves, they drew names before going to the store 

in order to choose small gifts to give one another. This year the 

boys exchanged with boys and the girls with girls. They looked 

forward to this event all year and thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves! 

Since there were fewer children in the Home in January and 

no structured activities taking place, it was convenient for 

Anibal, Nely and their sons to enjoy a vacation. After Ezekielôs 

graduation they took him with their sons to spend the month 
with their families in the Darien region of Panama. (Ezekiel is 

16 years old and has no family besides those of the Childrenôs 

Home. He is a great young man and we are expecting great 

things from him in the future.) It was good for Anibal and Nely 

to have this opportunity to get away from daily strains of the 

Home, to enjoy some one-on-one time with their sons, to be 

with their extended families, and just to relax a little. Anibal 

used some of this time to make visits and encourage Christians 

who had fallen away as well as to teach others about the Word 

of God. He is very zealous about the saving message of the 

Gospel and about sharing it with his people. We continue to be 

grateful to have this family, who places God as the Head of their 

lives, at the Home. 

While they were gone, Alberto and Adelina Binns cared for 

the children remaining in the Home. Alberto and Adelina live 

just outside the campus and he is the minister for the 

congregation where the children attend. They, with their two 

children, happily moved into the Home to care for the children 

for a month and everything went smoothly. 

On Wednesday night, February 10th, Orlando and Milka, 

his sister, were baptized for the forgiveness of their sins and 

added to the Lordôs Church! Again, we are reminded that God is 

good and that good is being done 

There are several maintenance projects that are going to 

need to take place this year which are not in the budget and for 

which we do not have adequate monthly funding. For example, 

replacing the ceiling in several areas of the house, replacing 

wooden doors with iron doors, purchasing a washer and dryer, 

etc. Also, one of Anibalôs supporters had to discontinue their 

monthly support of $100.00; so, we are presently in need of 
extra funds to cover this loss. The Lord has blessed the children 

and the work of the Home since the last newsletter, and we 

know He will continue showering His blessings upon us. Thank 

you in advance for your prayers, encouragement, and support. 

May the Good Lord keep blessing our children, the work of the 

Home, and you! 

The Childrenôs Home of the Americas 


